Wormeries

- GARDENING TRENDS comeand
: gobutcompostingis here to stay.
Aniche market has arisen selling
wormery composters. The worms
are silent do-gooders, wriggling
and munching through green
waste to producingarich worm
cast compost (vericompost) and
liquid (leachate) which is diluted
to makeafantastic liquid feed.
This week I’'m testing four
= models,two of the three plastic
- unitsoperate by having three
rotational compost trays sitting on
top of each other. Whenall three
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ANYONEWITHalawnis likelyto have plenty of grass
clippings over the comingmonths. So how canyou
dispose of them? Of course,you cansimplyleavethem
wheretheyfallsothat theyactasamulchand helptoretain moistureinyour
lawn, but this does lookallittle messy.

Compostingitisagreatideabut, grass usedin quantityin compost bins
canturnintoaslimymess. However, thereareways of helpingit onitsway.
Complete Rot For Grass, for example,ismade fromrestructured organic
waste material and contains the enzymesand free carbon necessary to
balanceoutthe nitrogenin clippings. You will need 2b(1kg) to every
13Ib(6kg) of clippings; simply mix together well before adding toyour
wormery or conventional composter, and keep clippings covered in case of
rain. You caneventear up the bagand putthatinyourwormerytoo.

W COMPLETE ROT for grassisavailable in1lbs (5kg) or 271bs 80z (12.5kg)
bagsand costsfrom£6.50 from Wiggly Wigglers. Visit /2 wigglywigglers.co.
ukoralternativelycall®(01581) 500391.

Consumer
editor Julia
Heaton digs
deep this week
to discover
which of four
wormery units
provide the best
compost results

traysare full the bottom oneis
emptied and becomes the top
working tray. The third plastic unit
resemblesalandfill binandthe
fourth oneisagiant wooden
composter. Allwormeries need
moreattention than astraight
forward composter. Thisisto
ensure the worms stay healthy and
working hard. Basically, in order to
thrive, the compost should not be
toowet or dry or acidic,and the
wormeries should be insulated
against freezingand stood out of
directsunlight.
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WORMCITY WORMERY
(75LITRE)

© 08000141598

¥ WORMCITY.CO.UK

BUILD * % % %

Abeehive shaped wormery made
from recycled, UV protected
plastic. Easytounderstand
instructions had the unitupand
runningin notime. Anditincludesa
usefultroubleshooting section.

FEATURES * % * %
Three composting trays sit on top
ofasump for draining off theliquid.
Astandisincludedsothatthe

hole thingis raised off the ground
- useful when it comesto draining
off the liquid. Also includes mixed
composting worms, coir block and
abagof worm food.

PERFORMANCE * * * %

It took acouple of weeks for some
of theworms to stayathomeafter
whichthey produced excellent
compost and some liquid. The
rotation tray system was efficient
and the unit easily transported.

VALUE * % % %

Great portabilityand design
combined with good performance
makes this wormery good value.
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£55.00

+£35 1KG WORMS (rrec &)
CAN-O-WORMS

/% WIGGLYWIGGLERS.CO.UK
© (01981) 500391

BUILD * % % %

Compact, saucer shaped, soltr
design made from recycled plastic
withaprecise setupand
troubleshootinginstruction book.

FEATURES * * % %

Comes withthree workingtrays,a

vented lid, five legs and sump with

drain tap. The conein the collector
sump allows stray worms to climb

backinto the bottom working tray.

PERFORMANCE * *

The shape of this wormery meant
thatit was easily transportable.
However the worms inside never
seemedtosettleandalocal
blackbird happily set up home
under the unit, feasting for daysas
thelittle creatures dropped down
from heaven.

VALUE * * *

Justashame that most of the
worms ended upinside my
unhelpful blackbird. Never mind,
thereare stillsome inthe wormery
wholook happy so hopefully this
onewillrise fromthe ashes.
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THE ORIGINAL WORMERY
ORIGINAL ORGANICS

@ 08081209676 7
ORIGINALORGANICS.CO.UK

BUILD * % *

Resembling a mini-wheelie bin
without wheels, this100 Itrall-in-
oneunit needs littleassembly.
Made from plasticapart fromits
brassaeration vents.

FEATURES * % %
Hasahinged sealed lid with handle
for easy opening. But you'llneed to
spendabit more for its dedicated
stand. If siting it outside however,a
few house bricks will do the job just
the same. Includeswormsanda
lime mix to reduceacidity.

PERFORMANCE * * %
Ittookthewormsa fairtimeto
settle downas many of them
seemed tothinkthey were better
offatnight by squeezing out of the
secure lidand parking themselves
under my son’s trainers. Eventually
they did settleand the bin provided
good compostand liquid feed.

VALUE * * % %

Great value but some users may be
putoff by havingto empty the
wholethingwhenit’s full.

T I I e

£1892.95

+£39.95 1KG WORMS (pr £4.95)
COMPOSTER /WORMERY
© 0845 4025300 “" HARROD
HORTICULTURAL.COM

BUILD * * % %%
Whiletheinstructions are detailed
for this flat packit’s stillatwo
person job. The wood givesit rustic
charmandsolidity.

FEATURES * % %
At203ltrsit’sthelargest of all the
wormeries ontrial. Four sliding
panels give access tothe compost

* andtwoindividually hingedlids

allow for adding scrapsand general
maintenance. To prevent water
loggingthere’safree draining base
andtheliquid fertiliser is
channelledintoadriptray.

PERFORMANCE * * % % %
All the worms seemed immediately
athomeand itwasthefastest of the
four to produce compost. | can only
put this down toaset of very happy
wormsand their preference fora
wooden container.

VALUE * * % %

Arather hefty price tagandabit
of self assembly is outweighed
by its beauty, capacityand
outstanding performance.
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